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Revolutionizing Cardiac Care: “Beirut Valves” marks a new milestone for AUBMC’s Structural Heart Program 

AUBMC’s SHP orchestrates Lebanon’s first-ever live-streamed procedures at the structural heart summit. 

 

The Structural Heart Program (SHP) at the American University of Beirut Medical Center (AUBMC) is proud to have 

hosted the first-ever Beirut Valves, a two-day course dedicated to transcatheter therapies for structural heart disease. 

This groundbreaking event was held on September 22 and 23 at Halim and Aida Daniel Academic and Clinical Center 

Multipurpose Rooms, American University of Beirut Medical Center, Beirut, Lebanon, with the aim to provide a platform 

for medical professionals to gather and exchange knowledge, foster cooperation between national and international 

physicians, and bridge the gap in cardiac care by providing education, training, and assistance, in order to enhance patient 

care in the field of structural heart disease.  

The event, which came to fruition as the result of the efforts of effective members from AUBMC, including Dounia 

Iskandarani MScN, MScIH, Advanced Practice Provider at AUBMC; Fadi Sawaya MD, FACC, Interventional Cardiologist 

at AUBMC; and Ziyad Ghazzal MD, FACC, FSCAI, Interventional Cardiologist at AUBMC, aims to showcase the latest 

advancements in the field of cardiovascular interventions.   

One of Beirut Valves’ unique features was the inclusion of live-streamed procedures from AUBMC’s state-of-the-art 

catheterization laboratory directly into the conference room. This unique feature happening for the first time in Lebanon, 

provided an exceptional training opportunity for attendees, allowing them to observe real-time procedures and engage in 

interactive discussions with the audience.  

The two-day course has brought together renowned physicians of international acclaim*, spanning the globe, who were 

given a platform to share their expertise and experiences in transcatheter therapies for structural heart disease. Their 

knowledge and insights are not only beneficial to the local medical community but will also provide valuable information 

to a wider international audience. By incorporating different perspectives and approaches, this conference aimed to 

stimulate critical thinking and encouraged attendees to explore innovative strategies in their professional endeavors.  

On this occasion, Dr. Fadi Sawaya said: “All the attention is on Beirut during these two days. We have once again put 

Beirut on the map, with physicians coming from all over the globe to attend this conference. This is another proof of the 

pioneering achievements of the structural heart program at AUBMC, being the leading medical center in Lebanon, in not 

only using state-of-the-art procedures that help in saving lives but also through promoting innovative medical education”.  

Beirut Valves took pride in offering a comprehensive and enriching scientific program specifically tailored for interventional 

cardiologists seeking to advance their careers. By bridging the gap between theory and practice, this immersive 

experience enhanced the learning process and fostered an environment of collaboration and knowledge sharing.  

This conference also served as a platform for healthcare professionals to keep pace with the latest research findings, 

learn from the experiences and trial-and-error of their peers, and gain valuable insights that directly impact their daily 

clinical practice. By staying informed and incorporating evidence-based practices, attendees can enhance the safety and 

quality of care they provide to their patients. To ensure a diverse and comprehensive educational experience, AUBMC’s 

SHP has forged collaborations with renowned centers of excellence from all around the world including Europe, North 

Africa, and the Gulf Region bringing together experts from various institutions with the aim to offer attendees a broader 

perspective and access to a wealth of knowledge.  

 

In the fast-paced and ever-evolving field of cardiology and its subspecialties, continuous medical education programs are 
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an indispensable requirement. In this sense, conferences like this one serve as the vital backbone of progress in the field 

of healthcare, as they provide the necessary platform for knowledge exchange, leading to fruitful collaborations that pave 

the way for transformative breakthroughs.  

Once again, this innovative approach to medical education is a testament to the unwavering commitment of the SHP team 

at AUBMC to stay at the forefront of cardiovascular medicine. 

 

APPENDIX 

The list of Lebanese physicians includes:  

1. Bernard Abi Saleh MD, FACC, FHRS – Cardiac Electrophysiologist at AUBMC, Lebanon. 

2. Marwan Refaat MD, FACC, FAHA, FHRS, FESC, FRCP - Cardiac Electrophysiologist at AUBMC, Lebanon. 

3. Abdallah Rebeiz MD, FACC – Interventional Cardiologist at AUBMC, Lebanon. 

4. Walid Gharzeddine MD – Imaging Cardiologist at AUBMC, Lebanon. 

5. Georges Ghanem MD, FACC, FESC – Interventional Cardiologist and University Medical Center Rizk Hospital, Lebanon. 

6. Fadi Abou Jaoudeh MD – Interventional Cardiologist at Saint George Hospital University, Lebanon. 

7. Fady El Khoury MD – Interventional Cardiologist at Notre Dame des Secours University Hospital, Lebanon. 

8. Mohamad Dbouk MD – Interventional Cardiologist al Al Rassoul Al Aazam Hospital, Lebanon. 

 

The list of international physicians includes:  

1. Darren Mylotte MD - Interventional Cardiologist at Galway University Hospitals Ireland. 

2. Stephen O’Connor MD – Interventional Cardiologist at St. James Hospital Ireland. 

3. Ole De Backer MD, PhD - Interventional Cardiologist at Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen University Hospital, Denmark. 

4. Thomas Modine MD, PhD - Professor of Cardiovascular Surgery at Bordeaux University Hospital, France. 

5. Yousef AlTayyeb MD – Interventional Cardiologist at Kuwait Hospital, Kuwait. 

6. Mohammed Al-Hijji MD, FACC, FSCAI – Interventional Cardiologist at Aman Hospital, Qatar. 

7. Viktor Kočka MD – Interventional Cardiologist at Charles University of Prague, Czech Republic.  

8. Matjaž Bunc MD, PhD – Interventional Cardiologist at University Medical Center Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

9. Luis Nombela MD – Interventional Cardiologist at Hospital Clinico San Carlos Madrid, Spain. 

10. Georgios Georgiou MD FESC – Interventional Cardiologist at Aretaeio Hospital Nicosia, Cyprus. 

11. Ahmad El Guindy MD – Interventional Cardiologist at Aswan Heart Center, Egypt. 

12. Wail Al Kashkari MD, FPICS – Interventional Cardiologist at King Faisal Cardiac Center, KSA. 

13. Ahmed AlShehri MD – Interventional Cardiologist at King Faisal Specialist Hospital, KSA. 

14. Hind Alosaimi MD – Interventional Cardiologist at King Faisal Specialist Hospital, KSA. 

15. Salem Assiri MD, FACC – Interventional Cardiologist at King Fahad Armed Forced Hospital, KSA. 

16. Abdullah Almasoud MD - Interventional Cardiologist at King Faisal Specialist Hospital, KSA. 

17. Faisal Alqoofi MD - Interventional Cardiologist at Johns Hopkins Aramco Healthcare Dhahran, KSA. 

18. Sondos Samargandy MD – Interventional Cardiologist at Prince Sultan Cardiac Center, KSA. 

19. Omar Albassam MD – Interventional Cardiologist at King Abdulaziz University Hospital, KSA. 

20. Saad Al Bugami MD, FACC, FSCAI – Interventional Cardiologist at King Faisal Cardiac Center, KSA. 

 

 

-Ends- 

 

About AUBMC 

Since 1902, AUBMC has been providing the highest standards of care to patients across Lebanon and the region. It is 

also the teaching hospital for the Faculty of Medicine at AUB (established in 1867), which has trained generations of 

medical students and physicians, and whose graduates can be found at leading institutions around the world. AUBMC is 

the only medical institution in the Middle East to have earned the five international accreditations of JCI, Magnet, CAP, 

ACGME-I and JACIE attesting to its superior standards in patient-centered care, nursing, pathology/laboratory services 

and graduate medical education.  

The Faculty of Medicine has graduated over 4,000 medical students and physicians; the Rafic Hariri School of Nursing 
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provides excellent education for the nursing staff, and the Medical Center meets the healthcare needs of over 360,000 

patient visits annually. 

 
For more information, please visit our website aubmc.care or contact: 
The AUB Office of Communications at 00961 350000 ext. 2676- 4898 

Email: praubmc@aub.edu.lb 

Memac Ogilvy Public Relations at: 

Papou Rmeily - 01-486065 ext.135 papou.rmeily@ogilvy.com 
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